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TREE PLANTING AND PRESERVATION
Fact Sheet SDM-3

Also known as: Interceptor Trees

Tree plan eserva volves 
plan ees and preserva
of exis ees to reduce storm water 
runoff volumes from a new development 
or redevelopment site. Trees intercept rain 
water on their leaves and branches before it 
lands on impervious surface below, allowing 
rain water to evaporate or run down the 
branches and trunk of the tree where it 
readily infiltrates into the soil. Trees absorb 
infiltrated runoff through their roots and 
further reduce storm water runoff by means 
of transpira rees also provide shade 
over impervious surfaces which reduces 
the “heat island” effects of urban areas. 
Tree plan eserva
implemented on residen oughout 
landscape corridors, in commercial and industrial parking lots, and along street frontages. 
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INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS

A maintenance plan shall be provided with the SWQP. The maintenance plan shall include recommended 
maintenance practices, state the parties responsible for maintenance and upkeep, specify the funding source for 
ongoing maintenance, and provide a site specific inspection checklist. At a minimum, maintenance shall include the 
following:
Irrigate as necessary to establish and maintain trees.

Remove fallen leaves and debris annually to prevent materials from being transported in storm water runoff.

Prune dead vegetation from trees on a regular basis.

Minimize the use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides.

Maintain lawn and turf at least 24 inches from trunk of tree.

Remove and replace dead trees as needed.

If applicable, contact the proprietary product manufacturer for specific maintenance requirements.
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